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The Key:
Square and lot (aka Legal definition)
found on maps

Hopkins
1887 microfilm

Baist
1903-1967

Sanborn
1888-
currentmicrofilm

microfilm

Real Estate Tax Assessments
1886-present microfilm

microfiche

Tax assessments are arranged by square and lot

Orient yourself--find yourself on a map.

Go to the earliest maps likely to show your
building/neighborhood, starting with 1887.

Building research before 1887
(Capitol Hill, Georgetown) is
tough and requires visiting other
institutions,
such as National Archives.

The plats will indicate structures--houses,
schools, churches, public buildings.
Memorize your square and lot.

Then trace ownership using the
real estate assessments and
transaction
microfiche.

Starting 1914 the city directory lists
heads of household by street address--this will
tell you who lived in the house.

Census schedules through 1920 will tell you
more about a particular person of family--
these are indexed 1800-1870,
1920 (soundex).  Suceeding census
statistics are divided by
census tract--these can be determined by
consulting the tract maps.

The Division maintains vertical files on many
subjects, including neighborhoods and those
institutions in them (churches, schools).

Few books are devoted strictly to neighborhood
history--Washington at Home, notably--but a
variety of other useful published and cataloged
materials are listed at the reference desk.

WBR
Transactions
1927?-1985microfiche

Current Assess-
ment (formerly
Lusk, now
FARES)microfiche

kept at R
eference

Desk

ownership

Occupancy microficheCity Directories
1822-1973

microfilm

Census 1800-1920

microfilm
population schedules

Census 1930-
neighborhood demographics

ED (enumeration district)
 & Census Tract maps

Vertical File--
newspaper clippings
about the neighborhood
and related
organizations
and institutions

Books--about the
neighborhood and
related
organizations
and institutions and
issues

request
at Reference
Desk ask at Reference

Desk & check card
catalog and CityCat
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Building permits,
1877-
Wash, NARA, DCA

microfilm

1920 Soundex


